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IT will appear from the following diſcourſe, 
that one object the Author had in view in com- 
poling it, was to vindicate his religion, not barely 
from vague calumnies, but from a direct and 
ſevere attack. In order to account however for 
his making this vindication public, which per- 
haps has no other merit than the truth of its 


ſentiments, it may be neceſſary to add, that the 
attack in queſtion was pointedly and publickly 
levelled at the writer, and that in ſo doing, his 
4 deſire is to lay down before others his political 
9 creed, and the touchſtone of his paſt and future 
1 conduct. At the ſame time, it is an act of 
juftice due to the learned and reverend body to 
Which 


[ole 
which his adverſary belongs, to declare that 


from the liberality and favors the writer has ex- 


perienced at their hands, particularly from thoſe 


of the higher order, he 1s perſuaded the 
Gentleman above alluded to is the only one of 


that body capable of making ſuch an attack, or 


at leaſt of conducting it in a manner ſo unfair 
and inflammatory. Should any perſons of the 
writers own communion be of opinion, that he 
has entered upon matters foreign to the grave 
and reſerved ſtyle of the pulpit, he hopes the 
conſideration of the neceſſity he was under of 
directly meeting the charge made againſt him, 
of the particular cccxrtion on which the preſent 
diſcourſe was pronounced, and of his general 


obligation of ſometimes enforcing the duty of 


rendering to Cafar what is Caſar's, no leſs than that 


of rendering to God what ts God's, which he did 


not 
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EE 
not know how to perform in any manner lo effec- 
tual as that which he has adopted; Theſe conſi- 
derations, he hopes, will induce ſuch perſons to 
incline to the opinion of thoſe grave and reſpec- 
table perſonages whoſe approbation he 1s honored 
with, and by whoſe advice he always wiſhes to 


be guided. 


N. B. The quotations from ſcripture in the 
following diſcourſe are conformable to the vul- 


gate, but the references agree with the common 


bible. 
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Preached on the Day of the 


% 01.01 N TG: 
APRIL 23. 1789. &c 


Videte quod ego fim ſolus, & non fit alius Deus præter me: Ego 
occidam, & Ego vivere faciam: percutiam & Ego ſanabo, & non elt qui 


de manu mea poſſit eruere. | \ 


See now that J alone am, and that there is no other God beſides me: T 
will kill, and I will give life: Twill ſtrike and TI will heal, and there is no one 


who can deliver out of my hand. Dur. c. xxxii. v. 39. 


— 2 —— 


IX this paſſage of the ſublime canticle of Moſes, the Almighty 
aſſerts that eſſential and conſtituent attribute of his nature, his own 
neceſſary and independent exiſtence, and the conſequent depen- | 
dency of all other beings upon him as the Maſter of life and death, 
and the Sovereign Diſpoſer of all human events. 

Now though God is equally great and powerful in all the diſpen- 
ſations of his providence, yet to us his dominion and his power 
appear moſt extenſive, when they are exerciſed on thoſe to whom 
the reſt of mankind. pay homage ; whether he loofeth the belt of 
Kings, or girdeth therr loins with Hrength; whether he cutteth off the 

* life of Princes, or brungeth them back from the gates of death to which 
A he 


(II 
he had before conducted them; On theſe occaſions an enlightened 
piety fees more diſtinctly, that the Lord alone exiſts ſupremely and 
independently, and that no one can deliver out of his hand. 


We have lately ſeen the moſt ſtriking inſtances of the ſupreme 


dominion and power of the Almighty diſplayed in the perſon of one 


of the moſt powerful Princes of the univerſe, our gracious and 


beloved Sovereign; and this is the day he has appointed for laying 
his Crown, in the ſight of the aſſembled nation, at the feet of this 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, and bowing down, at once in 
humble ſubmiſſion and fervent gra.itude, to that adorable Being, 
which hath killed him and revived him, /lruck him and healed him, and 


out of whoſe hand no one can deliver. 


In calling upon us his ſubjects to join him in this religious duty, 


with an exemplary humility, he only makes mention of his own 


perſonal affliction and deliverance ; and were theſe in fact actually 
confined to him, yet ſtill as good ſubjects we could not be indifte- 
rent to what ſo nearly touches our beloved maſter: but can we for- 
get the favor heaven has conferred upon us allo, in reſtoring health 
to our Sovereign? Call to mind the griet and conſternation that 


ſeized on all orders and all denominations of people, when it was 


pronounced in the higheſt Aſſembly of the Nation, that we were no 


longer under the perſonal government of GEORGE III. repreſent to 


yourſelves the perplexity and confuſion of the wiſeſt ſtateſmen in 


' that new ſituation unenlightened by law or precedent, in which 


they 
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they found themſelves ſtanding: However melancholy the ſcene was 


of public affairs, the proſpect was ſtill more gloomy : Call to mind, 
I ſay, this public calamity in which we were but ſo lately involved. 
in order to judge how much we are indebted, on our own account, 
to the Divine Providence, for giving back to our ardent prayers, and 
that ſooner even than we dared to hope, a Prince whoſe amiable 
qualities we had ſo long experienced, but the extent of whole worth 
we never knew till we were on the point of being deprived of it. 

In other cirenmſtances, I ſhould content myſelf with enforcing 
the duty of entering into the views of our Sovereign, by enlarging 
on the greatneſs of the bleſſing for which we are now called upon to 
return the Almighty thanks. At another time, perhaps, I ſhould 
have fat ſtill under a load of calumny, to the preflnre of which we 
Catholics, by long habit, are almoſt inſenſible; but to ſeem a foul 
blot on the chearful face of the Nation on this auſpicious day, to be 
ſuſpected of diſaffection on an occalion that would almoſt make traitors 
loyal, to have been ſo lately pointed out as bad ſubjects and bad 


citizens from a quarter whence only the charitable voice of Religion 


ſhould be heard ! This is more than I can bear or ought to bear; on 


the contrary, I owe it to myſelf, to you, to our fellow-citizens, and 


to the Sovereign himſelf, to endeavour to wipe off the foul aſper- 


ſion.—I ſhall therefore ſet out with proving that Catholics are 
capable of being good citizens and ſubjects, before I enter, as I mean 


then to do, on the peculiar motives that call for their loyalty on the 


preſent 


ES4- 


preſent occaſion, and the duties implied at all times by a true prin- 


ciple of loyalty. f ; 

| n 

1. Though the Religion of Jeſus Chriſt be a complete ſyſtem of i | 

morals as well as faith, and comprizes every virtue human and f ; 

. divine, yet it cannot be denied by any attentive peruſer of the New f 7 

Teſtament, that there is one virtue which is more frequently and ; 1 

more emphatically enforced than any other, and which therefore | 
may be ſaid to form the ſpirit and character of Chriſtianity : I need 3 
not inform you, that this virtue is fraternal Charity, a virtue that L 
has for its object every image of the Creator, but which is chiefly f 


practiſed, as we learn from Chriſt himſelf, * in loving thoſe for whom 


TOP 4 


we feel the greateſt averſion. This being avowedly the caſe, is it 


ms 


not ſurpriſing, that Chriſtians ſhould take occaſion, from their Reli- 


n 


gion itſelf, to exerciſe the moſt inveterate hatred againſt one another? 
In the caſe of enmities ariſing from other ſources, there is generally 
ſome complaint of injury, or ſome competition of intereſts, to account 
for chem; but what injury is it to me that my neighbour is miſtaken 


in the important affair of Religion? If he is wrong and I am right, 


his is the misfortune and mine the advantage: If I ſee him haſting ] 1 
on to eternal perdition, there is reaſon enough to pity him, but none 8 1 
to hate him, or to endeavour to make his preſent exiſtence miſerable. 7 
Yet how common is it ro meet with a ſpirit of fiery reſentment ; 4 


amongſt. imperfect Chriſtians of all denominations, againſt thoſe 


* Matth, v. 46. 5 Mi 
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who diſſer in points of faith from themſelves. Innumerable are the 
evils ariſing from this unchriſtian ſpirit to the perſons themſelves who 
poſſeſs it, and to others; amongſt the reſt may be mentioned, that 
religious controverſies, inſtead of healing the wounds of Chriſti- 
anity, generally widen them; ; while combatants of this deſcription, 
being more anxious for the honor of the victory, than for the ſalva- 
tion of their antagoniſts, are careleſs what arms they make ute of, 
and too often aſcribe to them opinions and practices they condemn, 
inſtcad of confuting ſach as they actually maintain, It is this unfair 
mode of contending which Catholics have alw ays complained of, and 
it is this we complain of in the preſent inſtance, in being accuſed of 
ſyſtematically cheriſhing that hatred of other Chriſtians, which I 
juſt now reprobated, and which I preſume is conformable to the tenets 
of no Church whate ver, and of conſidering ourſelves as bound by no 
ties of humanity, duty, allegiance, or oaths, when they ſtand in com- 
petition with the interclls of our Religion. Were theſe charges true, 
as they are ſuppofed to be by many of our fellow-cicizens, and as they 
have been proclaimed on a late ſolemn occaſion, I grant the inference 
that was then drawn would be a very jaſt one, that you deſerved to 
be ſhunned by your fellow ſubjects; and I confeſs that our pretence 
of j joining in the congratulations of the preſent day, on the recoyery 
of our Sovereign, would be an inſult and a mockery. 
But where are the proofs of theſe charges? Do they occur in our 
profeſſed doctrinal books, or in the deciſions of our Councils ? Are 


5 they 


4100 


| 9 
; "IF 
| they drawn from the general conduct of the nations around us »-- 
1 | from the behaviour of our Catholic anceſtors? Were our fore-t: 
t no more than an unprincipled banditti, until the laſt of the H. 4 
| taught them the ſyſtem of right morals ?—Yes, it is boldly, ant 
| it is from our practice on a thouſand occaſions, that our principles j 
| on theſe ſeveral heads are inferred. | | 
; It is indeed an eaſy matter for a Polemic, whoſe aim is to exclude ; 
| Catholics from the ſociety of their fellow- ſubjects, by palling over ; , 
| | every ſhining page in the long hiſtory of the Church, and ſingling 1 
out ſuch only as are diſgraceful to her; by ſuppreſſing the heroic | 
[| virtues of ſo many Saints in all ages, and the eſſential obligations 0 } 
[ which modern Churches have to the parent Church, in converting Et: 
1 them from Paganiſm, and handing down to them the ſacred writings, N | 
| and the body of their faith and diſcipline ; while on the other hand, 1 
l he expoſes to view, heightened with all the force of colouring, ; 
every inſtance of wickedneſs or folly that has ſullied any of her Prin- ; 
. ces, Prelates, or Pontiffs; it is an eaſy matter, I lay, by theſe arts, to * 
| leave an uninformed audience impreſſed with the moſt horrible ideas 4 
| | of the ancient Church, and of ns Catholics who adhere to it. a 
1 But when has any one heard from this Chair, or that of any other 


Catholic Preacher, a long liſt of crimes committed by Proteſtants, in 
order to inſpire the hearers with ill-will or jealouſy againſt them? 4 


When has it been inferred, that becauſe crimes have been committed . 


by ſome of their anceſtors, that cherefore they were really committed þ 
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upon principle, or that modern Proteſtants are chargeable with them? 

I appeal to you, my ordinary Audience, if thoſe leſſons of univerſal 

charity and benevolence, which I have repreſented as forming the 

eſſence of the Chriſtian religion, have not allo formed the moſt etlen - 

tial and ordinary part of the exhortations I have from time to time 

addreſſed to you? and, if at any time I have endeavoured to demon- 

ſtrate the ſuperior excellency of yonr religion, whether I have ever 
had recourſe to ſuch unfair weapons, or aſcribed tenets to others which 

they do not openly avow in their creeds?—Only we, of all denomi- 
nations of Chriſtians, are not allowed to lay down our own tenets, 
but have creeds manufactured for us by others, and are condemned for 
opinions and practices we reject and anathematize, while every 
ſuperficial controvertiſt, who is perhaps ignorant of the theology of 
his own Church, pretends to know what he calls the depths and 
my/lerres of ours, better than we do ourſelves. - But I will anſwer 
more diſtinctly the three principal charges of uncharitablenels, ſedi- 
tion and perjury brought againſt our Religion, 

In proof of the firſt accuſation, the frequency of religious perſe- 
ſecution in Catholic States, and the inſtitution of the tremendous 
Inquilition, is brought forward. But till the formal ſentence of the 
Church, deciding the obligation of inflicting corporal puniſ:ment on 
diſſenters from the faith, is produced, we are no more accountable 
for the blood ſpilt by Catholic Princes and magiſtrates on the ſcore of 


Religion, than Proteſtants of different denominations are for the 


perſecutions 


( $4 


perſecutions their anceſtors have carried on againſt Catholics, and 


againſt each other ;* for ſurely I need not refer to our preſent penal 
Natutes to prove, that as ſevere laws have been enacted to ſupprels 
the antient Religion, as ever were ſramed to prevent new religions 
from ſtarting up; nor need I refer to our Hiſtory to ſhew, that in 
conſequence of theſe laws full as much blood has been ſhed by one 
party as by the other, or to general hiſlory to ſhew, that in many 
inflances Proteſtants have perſecuted one another even to death, 


when they have been found to fall ſhort of the eſtabliſhed meaſure - 


© 


It is well known, how many hundreds of Catholics have been executed, purely for 
their Religion, under Elizabeth, and the firſt Princes of the Stuart race. In Scotland 
Robertſon informs us (ad An. 1596.) that the moſt moderate of the Miniſters being aſ- 
ſembled by the Privy Council, to know whether the Earl of Huntley, &c. might not be 


admitted to mercy, on teſtifying their repentance ; _ they anſwered, that the. Civil Magi- 


ſtrate could not legally pardon, what they termed idolatry; and that if the Church was to 
abſolve them, the Prince nevertheleſs would be obliged to puniſh them. Who has not tn 


heard of Calvin's burning Servetus an Arian Proteſtant, baniſhing Bolſec, &c.? of the 


Quakers being put to death in New England? of Barnevelt being beheaded in Holland, 


and the illuſtrious Grotius being left to die iv priſon for defending thoſe mitigated notions 


of divine grace, which the eſtabliſhed Church and all Lutherans now maintain? I may add, 4 15 

s that in this country two profeſſed Proteſtants were burned for hereſy by Edward VI. two : 4 
by Queen Elizabeth, and two by James J. and that no leſs a man than Cranmer perſuaded 6 

the reluctant young Prince firſt mentioned, to fign the death warrant for that Auto de fe, | 4 2 

and took the guilt of it on his own conſcience —Theſe inſtances, which might be multi- = | 


plied to a much greater length, are not mentioned by way of reproach, but to ſhew that 
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L of orthodoxy, Now whatever plea in defence of his church any 
charitable tolerating Proteſtant will ſet up, I can make the ſame 
in behalf of ours; If he ſays, that many Prelates and other illuſtrious 
perſons of our Church have, by their pens and their actions, pro- 
moted perſecution, I can mention as great names on his ſide, who 
have had recourſe to the ſame un-apoſtolical argument. Fiaally, if 
he urges, that this ſpirit, which is the ſame our Saviour condemned 
in his Apoſtles, when they called down fire from heaven on the un- 
believing Samaritans*, was the ſpirit of the men themſelves, and 
not of their Religion, which breathes the pure ſpirit of charity and 
peace, I admit his plea, but require that I may be permitted to urge 
the ſame in behalf of the Church I belong to. 

It is not without reaſon I aſcribe this charitable and tolerating 


ſpirit to the Church itſelf, as in fact ſhe declares, in the very proceſs 


of condemning heterodox opinions, that her power extends no far - 
ther than to cenſuring ſuch opinions; and fo far from claiming a right 


to inflict capital puniſhment in any caſe whatever, ſhe pronounces 


irregular, and excludes from her miniſtry, ſuch of her Paſtors as are 


but remotely inſtrumental in ſhedding the blood of heretics, or of 


35 any other perſons f. In confirmation of this idea, I may add, chat 


5 uke Ix. 54. 
+ Tt is in conformity with an antient cuſtom grounded on the Canon law, which prot 


hibits Eccleſiaſtics from being any way concerned in any criminal proſecution, that the 
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Biſhops of the eſtabliſhed Church, when ſuch matters come before the Auguſt Aſſembly 
1 in which they ſit, claim a right to abſent themſelves. | 
d 3% . 
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Cardinal Pole, though legate of the Pope, oppoſed the religious per- 
ſecutions of Queen Mary, as many others of our moſt illuſtrious Bi- 
ſhops have done in ſimilar circumſtances, and that the behaviour of 
two of the moſt Holy Prelates of the Church, Martin and Am- 
broſe, is conſtantly celebrated amongſt us, and held up for imitation, 
in actually refuſing to hold communion with Ithacus, and certain 
other Eccleſiaſtios, who forgetting the lenity of their character, pro- 
moted the capital puniſhment of the Priſcillian heretics. 

In regard to the Inquiſition, I anſwer, if this were not an engine 


of ſtate in certain arbitrary governments, to prevent the temporal 


inconveniencies of a diverſity of religious opinions, but an eſſential 


part of our diſcipline, the conſequence would be, that it would 


equally prevail wherever the Catholic Religion prevails, all zealous 
Catholics would be thief wire advocates for it, and the laſt General 
Council of Trent would have enjoined its eſtabliſhment in every 
Catholic State in Chriſtendom. But every perſon of common infor- 
mation knows directly the reverſe of all this to be true. 

I ſhall anſwer the ſecond accuſation, which tends. te prove us to 
be bad ſubjects, much in the ſame manner as I have done the firſt 
which hold us out as bad fellow citizens. No doubt ſeditious con- 
ſpiracies and rebellions have been ſet on foot by Catholicks who. 
have made religion an affair of party, and a buſineſs of this world 
inſtead of the next. In this country in particular, near two centuries 


ago, a plot of the moſt infernal tendency was concerted by nine Ca- 


tholics 
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{28 4 38 
tholics of looſe morals and deſberate fortunes, I ſpeak the language 
of James I. which muſt eventually have involved the Catholic and 
the Proteſtant intereſts in one common deſtruction : * but the que- 
ſtion is, whether theſe crimes were committed in conſequence of any 


doctrine of our Church, or even of any idea ſuch traitors might 


entertain of her doctrine ? Did thoſe perſons, for example, who (ut- 
fered for the ſhare they had in the Powder-Plot, glory in their 


crime, as the regicides did, or pretend that it was lawful to advance 
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the intereſt of the Church by ſuch diabolical meaſures? No, they 


bewailed their crime, as they would have done any other they had 
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committed in direct oppoſition to their conſcience and religion. 1 
But have Catholicks alone been guilty of ſuch crimes under reli - 
gious pretences? or rather have not ſimilar exceſſes prevailed in 


Germany, France, Scotland, and moſt other countries where the 
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Reformation has prevailed? Has not this country ſeen its govern- 


* At the time of the Powder. Plot, above twenty Catholic Peers fat in the Upper 
Houſe, for whoſe ſaſety no precautions appear to have oP taken, except for that of Lord: 
Monteagle, who immediately diſcovered whatever part of the Plot came to his knowledge : 
but nine perſons appear to have been privy to the hornd particulars of the Plot, though 
about eighty were concerned in the ſubſequeut inſurrection. It has always been the opi- 
nion of Catholics, to which ſome Proteſtant authors have ſubſcribed, that no leſs a man than 
Cecil prepared the pit-fall into which theſe. wretches plunged, from a principle of revenge 
rather than zeal. It appears that Plots were a favorite engine of his political intrigues. 

See a remarkable letter on this ſubje@ in Gent. Mag. for Jan. 1788. 
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ment deſtroyed, and its King ſlaughtered, chiefly under pretexts of 


Religion, and by men who gloried in the name of Proteſtant? Has 


not the youngeſt amongſt us beheld exceſſes that threatened the like 


fatal iſſue? yet what Catholic accuſes Proteſtantiſin of teaching ſedi- 


tious doctrine on the ſcore of theſe violences? Who amongſt us that 
has been plundered of his property, whole houſe has been con- 
ſumed, or whoſe friends have been terrified out of their reaſon or 
their lives, accuſes theſe pretended champions of their religion, of 
having acted in conformity with its dictates, and not rather in oppo- 
ſion to them? But if after all we are condemned to ſuch {ſignal 
and lengthened odium, on account of the confpiracy of a few profli- 
gate Catholics againſt the life of James I. the plan of which never- 
theleſs was evidently borrowed from a ſimilar plot concerted by 
certain Proteſtant Noblemen, and which actually proved fatal to the 
unhappy father of this Prince“. It is ſurely time that amends ſhould 
be made for ſignal fidelity of the whole body of Catholics to the 
immediate ſuccellor of Jags in the day of his diſtreſs; f it is time. 


* King Henry, Father of James I. was, with his family, blown up, in his houſe at Edin- 
burgh, by gunpowder, on the night of Feb. g. 1567, the contrivers of this horrid cataſtrophe 
no one doubt to have been Bothwell, Murray, &c. Noblemen of the firſt rank in Scotland, 
and the chief promoters of the Reformation there. . 

+ Lord Caſtlemain has leſt us a liſt of wo Catholic Noblemen, twelve Baronet, and one 
hundred and fifty- eight Officers, or men of family, who loſt their lives in the Civil War 
under Charles I. in defence of their Sovereign and the conſtitution, at a time when the pe- 
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nal laws were executed againſt them with the utmoſt ſeverity. 
that 
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E 
that reparation ſhould take place for all the acknowledged ſham plots 
laid to our charge; one of which“, trumped up by the men who 
were contriving the very treaſon and parricide they accuſed 
us of, f cauſed a torrent of Catholic blood, of the nobleſt, as well as 
the meaneſt ſort to be ſhed, and drove the Peers of our Religion 
from their hereditary ſeats in the great Council of the Nation. 

But to ſay nothing of paſt tranſactions, which in fact are little to 
the preſent purpoſe, it is aſked, what ſecurity we can give, eſpecially 
to a Proteſtant Government, for our allegiance, while we admit the 
Pope's Supremacy ; and what is to be done, ſay they, if this ſove- 
reign and infallible Pontiff ſhould command us to violate our alle- 
glance, or decide that we are not bound by it? It is true, we admit 
the Biſhop of Rome, in conformity with the opinion of antiquity, 
to be the head of the Epiſcopal Order, and his See to be the centre 
of Catholic union ; but let theſe profound Theologians learn, for 
the firſt time, that we do not conſider the Pope as an abſolute Sove- 
reign either in faith or morality. We ſhall neither ſubmit to his 
mandates, when they are in oppoſition to moral rectitude, as we 
acknowledge they have occaſionally been in paſt ages, when the 
Spiritual Power has ſometimes encroached as much on the Civil, as at 
others the Civil has on the Spiritual; nor ſhall we bow to his parti- 


cular opinions, ſhould they ever prove contrary to the acknowledged 


* Oates's Plot. + The Rye Houſe Plot. 
.D | faith 
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faith of the Church. The ſecurity we can give Government for our 
loyalty is the ſame that any other claſs of Chriſtians can give, our 
ſenſe of moral duty in general, and our reſpect in particular for the 
ſacred and indiſpenſable oath by which we have bound ourſelyes to 
his Majeſty and his legal heirs. | 

I: was at the time of the greateſt national diſtreſs this Kingdom 
has experienced during the preſent century, when a gallant army 
beyond the Atlantic, which carried the hopes of the nation, found 
itſelf involved in inextricable difficulties, and forced to lay down 
its arms; when the rival nations in Europe, taking advantage of this 
calamity, were preparing to overwhelm us; when, inſtead of plan- 
ning foreign conqueſts, we trembled for the ſafety of our own coaſts; 
It was at this moment we preſented ourſelves before the Throne, 
to aſſure our Sovereign, that, under every poſlible change of couch 
ſlances, our attachment to his Government would be invariably the 
ſame, and that we were determined to ſhare in its fate. George III. 
did not diſdain our humble addreſs ; the oath of allegiance, which 
before was of a mixed nature, and contained matter foreign to the 
duties of loyalty, was accommodated to our religious opinions ; 


From every quarter of the kingdom Catholics crowded to give Go- 


vernment this public pledge of their fidelity, and we truſt, the deli- 


cacy of conſcience we previoufly expreſſed with regard to the nature 
of the oath we were to take, was conſidered as a pledge of the ſteadi- 


neſs with which we ſhould adhere to it after we had taken it. 


Stil! 
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Still however there are perſons ignorant or malevolent enough 


toaſſert, that we have never given proof of our having abandoned 
that impious poſition, That faith is not to be kept with Heretics It 
is for them to prove we ever admitted ſuch doctrine. I know in 
what General Council it was condemned, but I never heard in what 
private ſociety of Divines it was ever adopted, I truſt however I can 
produce a proof in point of the molt ſatisfactory nature. Admitting 
the doctrine in queſtion to have accorded with our religious princi- 
ples, why have we for theſe two centuries. been expoſed to the utmoſt 
ſeverity of the law? and why at this moment do we Jabour under 
any legal diſability at all? It is plain, that nothing ſtands between 


us, in our reſpective ſtations, and many of the emoluments and 


honors of Church and State, but certain oaths, teſts, and ſubſcrip- 


tions incompatible with our tenets ; were we even of opinion, that 


ſuch oaths or compacts might be diſpenſed with, it is ſtrange that 
neither the intereſt of the Church ſhould have prevailed on the 
Paſtors of it to grant, nor our own intereſt have engaged us to ſo- 


licit ſuch diſpenſations; yet it is a ſtriking fact, that theſe oaths and 


teſts, which, like fortifications, have been thrown round all offices, 


civil, religious, and military, have anſwered their full purpoſe in 


reſpect to us*, and perhaps inreſpect tous alone. 


I ſhall 


Though Catholics are not capable of receiving commiſſions, yet it is notorious, that 
at leaſt one third of thoſe brave ſeamen, that ſaved this country in the laſt war, were Iriſh 


Catholics. Many alſo of the landmen, particularly of thoſe laſt raiſed, when recruiting 


was 


(16) 

I ſhall propoſe an argument equally ſhort and concluſive, in an- 
ſwer to thoſe who, admitting us to have an attachment to the perſon 
of our Sovereign, repreſent us to be of ſuch a grovelling habit of 
mind, as renders us incapable of ever being attached to that free and 
happy conſtitution this country enjoys, On this occaſion I will not 
refer to the example of foreign ſtates, nor to what is now actually 
paſſing on the other ſide of the Channel, but will ſatisfy myſelf with 
aſking this plain queſtion. By whom was this beautiful and admired 
fabric of the conſtitution planned, and in a great meaſure executed, 
by Catholics or Proteſtants? for ſurely thoſe darling privileges, which 
Engliſhmen ſo juſtly glory in, have not been purloined from the 
Royal Prerogative, ſince the days of the laſt Henry, but were claimed 
as their birth-right, by Simon Langton and the confederate barons, 


in the time of John, and Henry III. and formed the ſubſtance of the 


vas found ſo un- productive, were of the ſame perſuaſion, With regard to theſe, a ſpecies 
of cruelty and impoſition Was practiſed, chiefly I preſume by Officers who gained their com- 
miſſions by raiſing men, which reflected diſhonor on the Nation, and which, it is hoped, 
its juſtice will prevent being repeated in caſe of any future war. rue men enliſted had 
frequently no oath tendered to them, except a ſimple oath of allegiance, the oaths of a roll. 
gious nature being overlooked; and on the other hand, they were aſſured, in the moſt poli. 


tive manner, they might retain their religion with the profeſſion of arms: but no ſooner 


did they become thoſe pieces of mechaniſm, which well-diſciplined ſoldiers muſt ever be, 
than they were regularly every Sunday moved into the religious aſſemblies of the eſta- 


bliſhed Church, into which, previouſly to their enliſting, they would not have entered to 
ſave their lives, 
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laws of the Great Alfred and the Good Edward, for the obſervance 


of which the Nation always ſo loudly called. 


2. At length I emerge from the turbid ſea of controverſy, through 
which I have been forced to pals, before I could enter on the pleaſing 
ſubject now before me, namely the particular motives of attachment 
we have toour preſent Sovereign: theſe are ſuch, that if it be allowed 
on one hand, we are at all ſuſceptible of a ſpirit of loyalty, and if on 
the other it be granted, that our hearts are formed of the ſame ſoft 
ſubſtance with the hearts of other men, it is impoſſible for us to be 
diſloyal at preſent. 

We read in the firſt book of Samuel“, that this illuſtrious Pro- 
phet and Chief of his people, being about to ſurrender his high truſt 
into the hands of Saul, thus addreſſed the nation of the Ifraclites aſ- 
fembled at Gilgal. Behold here Tam, witneſs againſt me before the 
Lord, —whom have I defrauded? whom have I opprefſed? If after 
nine and twenty years governing theſe kingdoms, our beloved Sove- 
teign were to riſe in the ſtupendous temple, in which he this day 
meets that infinite multitude of his ſubjects, and to addreſs them in 
the ſame terms, would not they actually return, would not they be 
forced to return, with one voice, the ſame anſwer the Iſraelites did 
to Samuel, Thou haſt not defrauded us, thou hat not ofbrefſed us? 


So far has our Sovereign been from trampling upon the meaneſt of 


* C. Xii. 


E his 
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his ſubjects, that if there is any cauſe of complaint againſt him, it is 


that his innate benignity and mildneſs has perhaps ſometimes made 
him forget the high dignity he bears, in overlooking inſults and in- 
juries, for which the meaneſt of the people would have demanded 
leyere redreſs. Need I remind you, how often our Sovereign has 
been the ſubject of every ſpecies of abuſe and calumny, that the 
tongue, the pen, or the pencil could beſtow? or need 1 mention, 
with what temper and dignity of mind he has always conducted 
himſelf under theſe provocations, in imitation of another Royal Per- 
ſonage of ſimilar character, when attacked by the envenomed tongue 
of the ſlandering Shimei? “ Under the reign of George III. it is no- 


torious to the whole world, that every ſubject enjoys that entire ſecu- 


rity of perſon and fortune, which is the grand object of our Conſti- 


tution. The people dwell ſaſely, every man under his vine and his 


ſig- tree, and no one needs fear any thing but the effects uf his own 


miſconduct. 


Would Engliſhmen learn the civil happineſs they enjoy under the 


preſent reign, let them look back to the hiſtory of paſt reigns, and 
ſurvey that ſucceſſion of national miſery, which has not been always 
owing to the misfortune of the times, or to the wickedneſs of miniſters, 
but too often to the folly or depravity of the Princes themſelves. 
No ſooner were the divifions of the Heptarchy healed, and one 


kingdom formed of the whole, of which this your antient city was 


* 1 Kings xvi, 1 Kings iv. 25. 
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the metropolis, than the Daniſh Pirates began thoſe ſcenes of ſlaughi- 
ter and devaſtation, which with little intermiſſion laſted for near 
two centuries, and which only ended with the entire ſubjugation of 
the kingdom. Scarce had we breathed during the mild reign of one 
native Prince, when the Norman invaders, like a ſudden ſtorm, broke 
in upon us, a fierce people, who kept the nation in conſtant alarms, 
either by harraſſing the depreſſed inhabitants, or by their wars with 
one another. The male line of thele Conquerors ſoon failing, the 
ſucceſſion could not be determined without a freſh and more deſtruc- 
tive civil war than had been yet experienced, which raged with 
peculiar fury in this ſeat of Kings, and reduced it in point of ſtrength 
and conſequence, though not yet in point of dignity, to the rank of 
the ſecond city in the kingdom“. Which reign of the numerous 
Plantagenets was not deeply ſtained with Engliſh blood? Victorious 
as they were over the enemies of their country, yet it may with truth 
be ſaid, that ten of their ſubjects bled in their domeſtic ſtrifes and in- 
trigues, for every foe that fell in their foreign wars. As to the next 
race of Princes, it might ſeem they had ſucked blood inſtead of milk 
from their mothers, ſo ſanguinary were the reigns of moſt of the 
Tudors, It is true, the generality of the ſucceeding Princes poſſeſſed 
more innate mildneſs, yet ſuch has been the ſtern remper of the 


times, that torrents of blood have poured through each reign, from 


+ See a Diſſertation on the Cities which have any time been the Capitals of the King. 


dom, in Gent. Mag. Nov. 1788. 
the 
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the veins of men who were guiltleſs of every other crime than being 


of the wrong religion or the wrong party. Only George III. of all 
the Engliſh Kings ſince the Conqueſt, during a reign which is al- 
ready one of the longeſt upon record, enjoys che glorious prerogative, 
which he knows how to prize, of never having conſented to the 


ſhedding of any Engliſh blood but that of murderers and robbers; and 


with reſpect to theſe, the only fault that has been laid to his charge, 
is the God-like fault of too much mercy. 
There are parties now, as in paſt ages, there ever mult be in this 


free nation, and perhaps it is for the benefit of it that there ſhould 


be, to prevent the State Pilots from ſleeping at the helm; but when 
does the prevailing party now, as in former reigns, purſue their ad- 
verſaries to the ſcaffold? When do we hear of poiſoning and aſſaſſi- 
nation now making any part of Court intrigues? The moſt violent 


partizan would hardly put his political foe to death, could he do it 


with impunity, 


whole world is witneſs, that our Monarch has not been wanting to 


* War itſelf, under che mild influence of George III. has put on a 
j leſs ſavage appearance; accordingly acts of forbearance and huma- 
| nity have been ſeen in the laſt war, unknown to ſormer ages, and { 
j that greatly contributed to ſoften that ſcourge of mankind. The f 


i the ſecurity of his ſubjects, or to the dignity of his Crown; and Jam i 
= not afraid to ſay, that the ſtrength and reſources of this nation were 
never diſplayed to greater advantage, not even in that ſplendid and 


victorious 
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victorious war which his Majeſty carried on at the beginning of his 


reign, than in the laſt ſevere ſtruggle with the greateſt powers in 
Europe, and the moſt formidable people out of it combined in a 
league againſt us. Vet ſtill it muſt be owned, that as far as is con- 
ſiſtent with his being the Father of his People, George III. is the 
friend of mankind. His delight is not in ſhedding the blood of his 
fellow-creatures, but in improving their minds by extending the 
limits of human knowledge and ingenuity : accordingly to which of 
the ſciences or the arts has not he proved himſelf a friend and Pa- 
tron? His pleaſure is not in ravaging fruitful fields, but in cultivat- 
ing and rendering fruitful ſuch as are barren.—lInſtead of exploring 
diſtant countries: for the purpoſes of avarice and ambition: and 
thereby enereaſing the miſeries of mankind; his voyages have been 
voyages of ſcience and benevolence : to diſcover tlie extent of the 
habitable globe, which he is the firſt Prince that has aſcertained 
to compare the revolutions of the heavenly bodies at home and at 
the Antipodes, for perfecting the important ſcience of navigation; to 
afford thoſe diſſolute perſons, who have forfeited the rights of ſocicty 
here, the means of meriting and enjoying them at a diſtance ; 
finally to beſtow the comforts of civil life on the moſt hidden ſpots 
of the Southern Hemiſphere, and to ſcatter on every ſavage coaſt 
thoſe precious ſeeds, more valuable than the diamonds of Golconda, 
which will afford the inhabitants a more plentiful and certain ſup- 

5 port, 
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port, and by attaching them to the ſcene of 2 will lay the 
foundation for all che benefits of civilization. 


Ic is natural for ſubjects to catch the ſentiments and manners of 
the Prince: accordingly we may ſtamp on the concluding part of 
the Eighteenth Century the title of the benevolent. What human 


miſery does not now meet with its peculiar remedy? What loath- 


ſome dungeon is not now viſited to alleviate the diſtreſſes of its 


wretched inhabitants? What low degraded order of ſociety does not 


now meet with the attention and protection of the higheſt orders of 


it? Who in paſt reigns would have attended to the ſufferings of hu- 
man nature on the banks of the Niger and the Ganges? I do not 


here preſume to enter into the intricate and complex queſtions of the 


facts, but certainly the principle on which theſe enquiries have been 
inſtituted is divine, and whatever may be the final iſſue of them, 
ſtill they have already diminiſhed, and will probably for ages dimi- 
niſh the ſufferings of human nature, in three out of ſour of the great 


1 3 diviſions of the globe“. 

ö - | e When 
: | * If after all the reſſraints which the. exertions of the humane have protured to be laid 
| | on the Slave-trade in this country and in the Weſt Indies, and after thoſe which may ſtill 


de expected to take place, it ſhould fill appear on the whole to add to the maſs of human 
miſery, God forbid, that either private or public advantages ſhould prevent its total abo- 
lition. But, whether this commerce may not, in fact, prevent more human miſery than it 
989 and whether the condition of ſlaves amongf} civilized people, effettually protected 


and cheriſhed by law and religion, as it is hoped will ſoon be the caſe, be not ſuperior to 


that 
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When Princes are poſſeſſed of great and amiable qualities in the 


diſcharge of their high duty, men are commonly indulgent enough 


to 


that of the moſt depreſſed order of human beings (who alone are liable to be made ſlaves 
of) amongſt their own pityleſs countrymen in Africa, is more than the author can yet deter- 
mine. Whenever any future reſtraints take place, one of the firſt undoubtedly ſhoutd be 
to e the ſacred bond of mariiage, ſacred even on che ſands of Guinea, from being 
wantonly broken, by ſeparating the parties. The ſame regulation is equally neceſſary 
in favor of the unfortunate ſlaves of our own country, who aro deſtined 10 baniſhment on 
a diſtant coaſt from which it is intended they ſhould never return. Many of the convicts 
who ſailed in the late fleet to New South Wales, were retuſed permiſſion, it is aſſerted, to 
take their wives with them: the conſequences of which prohibition are horrible to think 
of in a civil no leſs than a religious light. 

It has ſtruck the Author with furprize, that no one amongſt the geneious 
and humane advocates for the Negro ſlaves, ſhould have turned his eyes to 
the niyriads of Chriſtian ſlaves, who are groaning under the yoke of a much ſeverer 
bondage along the Northern coaſt of Africa, from the mouths of the'Nile to the 
Atlantic Ocean, amongſt barbarians who are equally foes to Chriſtianity and to hemas 
nature. It is true, we ourſelves are at peace with theſe infolent Pirates, but it is a diſgrace- 
ful peace which we purchaſe from theſe ignoble barbarians, by paying a tribute we ſhould 
refuſe to the firſt Emperor of the Univerſe, and by affording them the ſcourge that tears 
the fleſh of our fellow-chriſtians, I mean naval and warlike ſtores. What would be the teel- 
ings of this Nation, were the Great Louis of F rance, or the Imperial Joſeph, to hold the 
ſame language to us, we daily hear from the contemptible chieftains of Mauritania? For 
proofs of what Chriſtians ſuffer under Mahometan maſters, of the frequent apoſtacies that 
take plac in conſequence of theſe ſeverities, and of the number of Engliſnmen who, by 
one means or another, are reduced to ſlavery, let the Great Collection of Voyages be con- 
ſulted, and ſtill more the authentic and arileſs relation of Joſeph Pitts of Exeter, who was 


himſelf a long time a ſlave at Algiers, Many people ſuppoſe, that the idea of aboliſhing 


Mahometan 
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to their private faults, and are not much fhocked or ſurpriſed, if they 


ſhould not be over attentive to the ordinary duties of morality and 


religion. In fact ſo great and numerous are the dangers of royalty, 
ſo much expoſed is his ſituation, who ſees no one above himſelf 


in this world to whom he is anſwerable for his conduct, that the 


greateſt and the beſt Princes have ſometimes left deplorable inſtances 


7 — © — 


of their frailty in private life, But the private life of our Monarch 
will bear as ſtrict a ſcrutiny as his public conduct. As a father, as a 
ſon, and as a huſband, he ſtands unrivalled. His example ſupports 


the drooping cauſe of morality, and ſeems the only barrier in high 


life againſt that overbearing profligacs and ſenſuality, which have 


Mahometan piracy 'is chimerical and imprafticable; but the Abbe Raynal, a qualified 
Judge, is of a different opinion. The reader will not be diſpleaſed to ſee his ſenſible and 
humane remarks in his own animated and poliſhed language. Mais à quel peuple eſt 
il reſerve de briſer les fers que VAfrique nous forge lentement, & d'arracher ces epou- 
« yantails qui glacent d'effroi nos navigateurs ? Ce doit etre I'ouvrage d'une ligue uni- 
« verſelle. Il faut que toutes les Puiſſances maritimes concourent a l'execution d'une de- 
« ſein qui les intereſſe toutes egalement. Ces etats que tout invite à s'allier, a s'aimer, a 
ſe defendre doivent etre fatigues- des malheurs quils ſe cauſent reciproquement, 
+ Quapres s'etre ſi ſouvent unis pour leur deſtruction mutuelle, ils prennent les armes 
« pour leur conſervation.—La guerre aura ètè du moins une fois utile & juſte,” 

| Hiſtoire Phalo/. & Polit. des Indes. 16. 
If the queſtion be, which Chriſtian nation ought to take the lead in this work of general 
policy, heroiſm, and humanity : There can be no doubt but it ought to be the firſt maritime 
ſtate in Chriſtendom, the nation which has of late ſo much ſignalized itſelf in the cauſe of 


humanity. 
almoſt 
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almoſt transferred to the cauſe of virtue, the confuſion that naturally 
belongs to vice. What need I fay more concerning the exemplary 


temperance, conjugal fidelity, and other congenial virtues of our 


Sovereign? 


Such are the motives which ought to endear his preſent Majeſty 
to the hearts of his people in general: but can we the Catholics of this 
kingdom in particular forget that characteriſtical clemency which has 
made him the firſt of Engliſh Kings to alleviate that heavy bondage under 
which we had groaned for more than thrice ſeventy years. Before the 
reign we were, no more than hewers of wood and drawers of water, in 
the land of toleration and freedom: andyet we were not ſtrangers who 
had ſtolen into the kingdom, but the genuine deſcendants of the 
men who ſigned the Magna Charta: we had not invented a new 
Religion, but only adhered to that which had been preached to our 
anceſtors, when they deſerted the worſhip of Thor and Woden. In 


paſt times we ſeemed deſtined to bear the odium of every public misfor- 


tune, and whenever the paſſions of the giddy multitude were afloat, their 


outcry for a ſevere execution of the penal laws againſt us was as 
conſtantly heard as was that of the ancient Pagans in ſimilar circum- 


ſtances, deyoting the Chriſtians to the wild beaſts*. Thoſle violent 


declamations againſt the pretended idolatry, ſyſtematic perjury, trea- 


ſon and immorality of Catholics, which are now chiefly conſigned to 


* Chriſtianos ad beſtias. Tertul. 
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the moſt obſcure conventicles, then reſounded from the firſt Chairs, 
and were ecchoed back from the Senate to the Pulpit. In the mean 
time the Penal Code ſwelled to a larger ſize in every reign, and few 
doubted that in extirpating us from ſociety, they rendered a ſervice 
to their country, At length George III. aroſe, and like an auſpi- 
cious planet ſhed his benign influence. It was reſerved for him to 
diſſipate the illaſion, and to convince the nation, that we could be 
good citizens and ſubjects by recognizing us for ſuch: Nor could 
the frantic outcries of a deluded populace, nor thoſe outrages which 
| threatened the extinction of Government, and even approached the 
Royal Perſon, intimidate our magnanimous Sovereign, or induce him 
to relinquiſh a meaſure which was founded in equity and wiſdom; 
Were we then capable of forgetting our beloved Maſter either in his 
proſperity or his adverſity ; could either caprice or intereſt render us 
weary of his equitable and beneficent ſway, we might indeed juſtly. 
be accuſed of having hearts unſuſceptibe of moral virtue. But the 
fact is, whatever may be the whiſpers and ſurmiſes of ingenious malice, 
we are convinced that our temporal intereſt and duty go together, and 
that a change of Government under the preſent circumſtances, would 
cauſe that ſpirit of jealouly and ill will againſt us, which has of late 
gradually declined, to revive with freſh fury, without the poſſibility 


of ſuch change doing us any good whatever. 


3. Having taken this extenſive view of the Loyalty of Catholics, I 
ſhould feel that my plan was imperfect, if I did not endeavour to 


direct 
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direct this principle to its proper objects, by pointing out more dit- 
tinctly the duties reſulting from it. There is the greater reaſon for 
doing this as, though every one pretends to the character of a good 


ſubject, yet each one contracts or extends the duties of ſuch a cha- 


racter as he pleaſes; and as there have been times when men have 


overturned Government, and waſhed their hands in their Sovereigns 
blood, under pretences of ſupporting the former, and defending the 
latter. I fay then, that the firſt duty of loyalty, which I mention 
for the ſake of perſpicuity, but which I have ſuppoſed it impoſſible 
for you not to comply with, is an attachment to the perſon and fa- 
mily of your Sovereiga : I mean an attachment of ſentiment and 
principle, founded on the ſacred and beneficial relation, in reſpect 
to you, in which your Sovereign ſtands, who is as the Apoltle em- 
phatically expreſles it, The Miniſter of God, to you unto good *; 
not an attachment borrowed from the complexion of the times, ſuch 
a one in fine as will glow with equal ardor, ſhould that ride of po- 
pularity, which now runs ſo high, ebb with the ſame rapidity that 
it has flowed. | 


The ſecond is to ſupport the Sovereign's Government againſt all 
oppoſition whatever, whether of ſecret artifice, or open force. 
This duty requires you, according to the tenor of your oath, to 


reveal every plot, and conſpiracy againſt the State, that comes to 


* Rom. 13, 4+ 
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| ( 28 ) 
your knowledge, and to reſpect no connexion or intereſt of your 
religion whatever, that oppoſes the proſperity of your King and 
country ; for notwithſtanding, religion is a buſineſs of eternal con- 
lequence, yet as you have often heard, Evil is never to be done 
that good may come of it, nor muſt we pay homage to Satan, 
with a view of promoting the glory of God. This obedience to 


his Majeſty's Government, includes a proper and legal ſubmillion 


to every ray of the King's power, reflected from even the loweſt of- 


ficer of the State. It is his unqueſtionable prerogative to appoint 
his repreſentatives, and the Apoſtle who aſſures us, that * There is no 
power but from God*”, commands us in the ſame place to render to all 


men their due, tributetowhom tribute is due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear 


to whom fear, honor towhom honor. On this occaſion I muſt add, parti- 
cularly with relation to the Sovereign himſelf, that we are never to 
diſobey his ordinances, on mere preſumption of his exceeding his 
juſt authority, or upon any ground whatever, ſhort of abſolute cer- 


tainty. This follows from another maxim in morality, which you may 


have alſo heard, that a certain obligation is always to take place of 


one that is doubiful ; Now, it is certain, that it is our duty to obey 
our ſuperior, and according to the ſuppoſition, we have only a pre- 


ſumption of his exceeding his juſt authority. Without the obſervance 


of this rule, it will be impoſſible for that juſt ſubordination, ever to 


ſubſiſt, which is eſſential to good government. 


* Rom. 13. 1. 


It 


{# 
* 
\ 
- 


2 
1 
s. 
9 
* 
1 
+7 
+7 
* 
w 
* 
MY 
43 
N 
1 
I 
_ 
* 
v 2» 
ry, 
&. 
* 
TA 
72 
1 
4 
+ 
8 


K 
8 
* 
— A 
3 
4 
3 
* 
* 
„ 
7 
* 
3 ** 
2 
2 
=" 
* 
1. 
"4 


( 29 ) 


It does not however follow from any thing which has yet been 
advanced, that it is either adviſable, or even lawful for Catholics ever 
to declare themſelves of any of thoſe great political parties, which 
in endleſs ſucceſſion follow each other in this free country. In great 
and momentous queſtions, as thole of State are, prudent and con- 
ſcientious men will be backward to decide without either evidence 
on one hand, or a neceſſity on the other : Now Catholics in general 
have few means of receiving information in regard to Political 
Matters, nor are they ever called upon to give their opinions con- 
cernivg them. You have no legal voice in any public deliberation, 
not ſo much as in chooling members for the Council of the State: 


Any interference therefore on your part, even in the laſt mentioned 


concern, would be intruſive, and not making part of your duty, 


would render you accountable in point of conſcience, for any de- 
triment your country might receive, from your happening even in- 
voluntarily to promote the. intereſt leaſt beneficial to it. It ought 
to be our utmoſt aim to be permitted to lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all piety and chaſtity*; Nor is it of ſmall conlequence to 
this all-important end, that by the nature of our ſituation, we are 
exempt from thoſe dangerous temptations. of ambition, flattery, 


venality, hatred and perjury, which prove -fatal to the con- 


ſciences of ſo many thouſands in their reſpective ſtatiuns, who are 


* x Tim. 2. 


H expoſed 


— | 
Expoſed to be carried away by party rage. In the mean time, let us 
judge as favorably as it is poſſible of all great men, of whatever party, 
nor do I ſee any reaſon why thoſe who move in the higheſt line of 
the State, ſhould not be entitled to the ſame charitable interpreta- 
tion of their actions and intentions, that we all acknowledge to 
be due to perſons of inferior condition. A warm partizan ſees 
nothing in his political adverſary, but the characters of a traitor to 
his country, and ſome too ſagacious, or too ſour reaſoners conclude, 
thit there is not a ſpark of true public virtue to be found any 
where; but may it be permitted to us, till we are convinced to 
the contrery, to judge more conformably to the dictates of the goſpel, 
viz, that with a mixture of human infirmity, the greater part of pub. 
lic characters on all ſides mean well, and have a zeal for the welfare 
of their country, and that his Majeſty may have been ſerved with- 


out treachery by all the different adminiſtrations he has appointed 
during his reign. * 

In the next place, it is evidently our duty ſtrictly to obſerve the 
laws, and that not only from fear, as the Apoſtle admoniſhes *, 
but for conſcience ſake. Amongſt the laws which more particu- 


larly fall within the obſervance of thoſe whom I am now addrefling, 


are thoſe which are made for the protection of the revenue. 1 
know the opinion of many perſons of different perſuaſions is, that 


* Rom. xv. 5. 
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theſe laws are not obligatory in point of conſcience, and I know 


that a late juſtly celebrated commentator, and guardian of the laws, 


has laid down principles, from which this doctrine clearly follows“; 
but it is neceſſary for me to obſerve to you for the regulation of 
your conduct in this particular, that the opinion directly oppolite to 
the one I have ſtated, is what has been taught by our moſt celebrated 
caſuiſts, and is what had guided the behaviour of all conſcientious 
Catholics. On the fame principle it is evidently our duty, to contri- 
bute with chearfulneſs to the exigencies of the State, conſidering the 
neceſlity we are under of ſupporting that Government by which we 
are protected, and that it is only by ſacrificing a part of our proper- 


ty, we can preſerve the whole from foreign and domeſtic violence. 


* Blackſtone, vol. 1. p. 57, ſays, „It is held, and very juſtly by our ethical writers, 
* that human laws are binding upon men's conſciences,—It muſt however be underſtood, 
6 with {ome reſtriction. It holds I apprehend as to rights, and that when the law has de- 
« termined the field to belong to Titus, it is matter of conſcience no longer to with-hold 
« or invade it. So alſo in regard to natural duties and ſuch offences, as are mala in fe, here 
« we are bound in conſcience becauſe we are bound by ſuperior laws. But in relation to 
4 thofdlain which enjoin only poſitive duties, and forbid only ſuch things as are not mala 


in ſe, but mala prolibita, annexing a penalty to non-compliance; here I apprehend 


conſcience is no farther concerned, than by direfting a ſubmiſſion to the penalty in caſe 


of our breach of thoſe laws.” Now it is evidently not malum in /e to import or clan- 
deſtinely ſell tea, liquors, -&c, yet I apprehend no conſcientious man could reconcile to 


himſelf any ſignal breach of laws ſo effential to the welfare of his country, 


But 
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But in treating of the general duties of a good and loyal ſub- 


je, let me not forget that which more particularly preſſes upon us 


this great day; namely to offer up our conſtant and fervent prayers 


for the ſafety and proſperity of his Majeſty's perſon, family and go 
vernment. This is pointed out by the great Doctor of the Gentiles 
in his epiſtle to Timothy as a duty of the firſt conſequence, His 
words are thele; I earne/tly recommend, fir/t of all, that ſupplications, 
prayers, interceſſion and thankſgiving be made for all men, for Kings, 
and for all thoſe who are in high ſtations; —for this is good and ac- 
ceptable in the fight of God our Saviour. To ſpeak the truth, this is 
a duty we have never been wanting in; at no time have we met 


together to join in the duty of public prayer, without calling on the 


Almighty in the words of the Pſalmiſt, O Lord ſave the King, and 


hear us in the day that we call upon thee; f at no time have we 


aſſiſted at that ſacriſice and pure oblation which the Prophet foretold 
ſhould be offered wp in every place among/t the Gentiles}, but the 


ſafety of George our King, of his family, his people, and his armies, 


has formed one ſubject of petition in this ſacred ſervice. During the 


late indiſpoſition of his Majeſty, you know with what fervor and im- 
portunity we called upon the Lord to remember David and all his 
clemency. J Now then that the Almighty has graciouſly heard our 


prayers and thoſe of the Nation, on this day appointed for returning 


1 Tim. 21 +Pl.xx. f Malachy, c. ii, Pl. exxxii. 
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0 thanks for the ſame, on this day of his Majeſty's Patron Saint, and 


chat of the Kingdom; * on this day which I can conſider in no other 


( 33 ) 


1 light than as a ſecond Coronation day of a King according to the 
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© people” s heart, and according to God's own heart; Judge with what 
redoubted fervor we ought to ſing with the ſame Royal Prophet. f 
Lord in thy firength ſhall the King rejoice, and in the ſafety thou has 
| wrought for him ſhall he exult greatly. Thou haſjt given him the deſire 
of his heart, and thou HII not refuſed the petition he has made to thee. 
Thou haſt prevented him with the bleſſings of thy ſweetneſs, and haßt 
placed on his head a crown of precious ſlones. He has aſked life of thee, : 
and thou haſt granted him length of days from generation to generation. 
In theſe our fervent prayers, let us, as we have been accuſtomed, 
include that virtuous and affectionate Conlort, worthy ſuch a Sove- 


reign, his Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales, and every other branch 


wu 


A certain celebrated Hiſtorian, who omits no opportunity of depreciating Chriſtianity, 


confounds this illuſtrious Patron of England, and of the moſt noble order of Chivalry in 
Europe, whom all hiſtorians allow to have been a military man, and not an Eccleſiaſtic, 
with the infamous and turbulent uſurper of the See of Alexandria in the reign of Conſtan- 
tius. Senſible however of the very weak foundation on which this ſhameful calumny reſts, 


he is obliged in his notes to allow it to be only a conjecture, after having given it in his text 


as an abſolute fact. 
See Gibbons Hiſt. of Decline, &c, 


+ Pſ. xxii, 
I of 
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of the Royal Family, and in ſhort the Nation in general, that the 
Almighty would deliver them from all evil, and beſtow upon them 
every bleſſing in this world, and in the world to come, without end. | 
| | Now to the bleſſed and only powerful King of Kings and Lord of 
lords who alone hath immortality, and inhabiteth inacceſſible light, be, 
honor and everlaſting domimon*. AMEN | TR... 
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